Olive Producers North East (Vic) Inc.

MINUTES

4 February 2012, Milawa Gourmet Hotel

1. PRESENT

Eb Kunze

Maureen Titcumb

Dorothy Cunningham

Sue Hutchens

Noel Hutchens

Jos Weemaes

Kathy Weemaes

Colin Bertuch

Elisa Bertuch

Micheal Freudenstein

Noela Dawes

Laurel Nowacki

John Nowacki

2. APOLOGIES

Nil

3. MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS METING

Not tabled

4. BUSINESS ARISING

Nil

5. PRESIDENT'S REPORT

Move to General Business

6. CORRESPONDENCE IN

Correspondence In is located on the website

· President's Report AGM

· Letter from Charles Meo (AOAV)

7. CORRESPONDENCE OUT

Invitation to this meeting

8. TREASURER'S REPORT

OPNEV remains financial.

Membership records require some work as a number of memberships were paid through the AGOAs.  Laurel and Sue to work together to establish a current membership base.

Noela Dawes was welcomed as the newest member of the association.

Term deposit matures next month.

MOVED:

That the report be accepted

1. Sue Hutchens

2. Dorothy Cunningham

CARRIED

9. GENERAL BUSINESS

9.1 President's Report

9.1.1 The state of the nation

Thank you to Micheal for all his work over the last several years as President including the 2011 AOA Conference.

Major European Olive Oil exporting countries are under extreme pressure and selling oil onto the world market below production costs.

There are two significant operators in Australia, both under significant pressure.  The second largest has gone into receivership and the operation is on the market.

The big picture is that this filters down through the local markets, exports have dried up

Locally, there seems to be a reduced crop for 2012.

On a brighter note, European production subsidies are reducing to 0% in 2013.

Further, China is continuing to grow as a significant market.  China is clamping down on quality re imports making it difficult for questionable European oils to compete.

Hopefully in the next few years there may be a more even playing field on the global market.

9.1.2 Pests and Diseases

There are significant pests and diseases in groves across the region this year.

There is an opportunity, as an association to document these events.  Maureen to investigate initiating a blog on the website.  Maureen to post material as appropriate.

Colin Bertuch to develop a proposal to hold a field day related to pests and diseases.  Members to be asked to provide feedback on current issues.

John Nowacki to develop a proposal to hold a field day related to pruning trees for mechanical harvesting.

9.1.3 Future of the association

There are important reasons for the association continuing including pests and diseases and grove management.  There was general consensus from the meeting that the organisation will continue.

9.2 Australian Golden Olive Awards

2011 - 75 oil entries; ~ 17 table olive entries

2012 Awards

Proposed dates:

When

Show - 
Entries close Friday 10 August 2012



Dinner
 - 
Saturday 15 September 2012

Where

Dinner -
to be advised

Who

Steward - 
Laurel Nowacki



Dinner / Publicity - 
Maureen, Noela, Elisa, Dorothy, Noel and Sue

Laurel to organise more “processor folders” to be available early.

10. NEXT MEETING

Saturday 14 April 2012

Milawa Pub

6:00 pm

11. MEETING CLOSED

8:30 pm

